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HE attachment of the Proteſtant Diſſenters to 
the preſent royal family cannot be diſputed; _ 
yet in the efforts which have been lately made for 
lt the repeal of the laws by which the ſacramental teſt | 
is impoſed, they have ſeen with ſurprize and concern get | 

the miniſter of ſtate turn the influence of the crown: -* 
againſt them. Not deſpairing, however, of ſucceſs, 

q | they have determined to repeat their application, 

and that they may know exactly their preſent ſitua 

tion, and future hopes, the following fads androbſer= = 

vations are ſubmitted to their ſerious conſideration. 


When the Revolution had placed the Prince of 
on the throne of England®, he was not un- 
of the ſervices of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
He recommended their caſe to the conſiderationof the 
parliament, and generouſly expreſſed his wiſhes to 
have the teſt laws repealed, in the following ſpeech 


/ * Bop Warbunan, ever hold in ation 8 
ment, aſſerts, X 
placed — 2 — ts pI 
Funn ,,. | 
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to both houſes, made at the time of paſſing the act 
for ſettling the oaths to be taken to rn gary 
alot and ancolling Lord Ruſſel! $ arcdinder; , 


| Ae Ai e Canna, enen Da. 
Now I have the occaſion of coming hither to 
ce paſs this bill, which I hope will be for all our 
« ſafeties, I ſhall put you in mind of one thing, 
«which will conduce as much to our ſettlement, as 


« a ſettlement” will, to the Werne of Str 
* enemies,” HY 6 5 


TY 


C7, 


5 21 am, with all the expdidch I can, flling up 
© the vacancies, that are in offices and places of 
ce truſt, by this late Revolution. | . 


I Know you are ſenſible there is a neceffity of 
e ſome law, to ſettle the oaths to be taken by all 
eee e eme eee ee 
d uns ang F 
any recommend it to your care to TY Chewy 
6c for it: and as I doubt not but you will 
end provide againſt papiſts, ſo I bepe hon 
Wc. woman per of ripen, 
dun art Willing and able to ſerve. ' IP 


e Tbis cohjunRtion in my ſervice will tend to 
ce, Ahe better uniting you among yourſelves, and 
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During the whole, of his reign king William was 
the patron, of religious liberty“, andi to e his glo- 
te rious and immortal memory,” a tribute of affection 
and gratitude is paid by every Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
who cannot forget that to him he is indebted for the 
peaceable exerciſe. of his. religion, and thax; by him 
he would have been reſtored to the full enjoyment 
of his civil rights, if a violent oppoſition from Jaco- 
bites and high churchmen had not, defeated his 
benevolent purpoſes. In thoſe purpoſes he was ſup- 
ported by ſome whig miniſters, and by ſome whip 
_ biſhops too, who have never been charged with being 
berein falſe to. their own hah or to the Ne gh 
cburch. aun 3 


Tue ift prince of the houſe of Hanover, and 
| the miniſters in whom, he confided, honeſtly. ſtrug- 
gled to remove the opprobrious diſtinction, whe 
debaſed the Proteſtant Diſſenters of England 
degrading them from the rank of citizens, and which 
marked them as outcaſts of the ſtate. Mig efforts 
were without effect; but not diſcouragędyn diſ- 


appointment, he exerted his utmoſt endeaxouts to 
procure relief for the Diſſenters, of Ireland. where 


Tux city of London, which has always been ſhed 
in the Ge of liberty; interfered in atone; 1 
and a petition from the Common Council was Pp houſe ' 


of, commons on. the 25th of Win e e e | 
all reſtraints 


« gracious king may be Freed 
 « fubjects indifferently, in his military or — ae 
« to their ſeveral qualities and abilities, wherewith God Almighty, 
nature, education, and experience have endowed them, to that very 
« end! that they might be uſeful to their king and country, and therein 
« ſerve God in their generation,” 
A3 circumſtances 
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aa bes were more favourable. In aher to the 
addreſſes of both houſes of the parliament of Ireland, 


in the yeat 1719, he explicitly declared his wiſhes, 


that the civil diſability inflicted by the teſt laws 
might be removed. In his anſwer to that of the 
Iriſh | houſe of lords, . thus expreſſed himfelf, 
« His Majeſty hopes that it will not be Sa 
cc inconſ ſtent with the ſecurity of the eftabliſhed 
& church, but on the contrary, will be looked upon 
&* as à means conducive thereto, to ſtrengthen the 


. proteſtant intereſt by rendering numbers of his 


8 Majeſty's ſubjects here, who by the legal inca- 
ce pacities they now lie under, are diſabled from 


c contributing to its ſupport, more uſeful to his 
4 Majeſty's ſervice, and to the preſervation of the 


& confitution both in church and fate.” And in bis 
anſwer to the Iriſh houſe of commons are theſe 
words : « His Majeſty is ae ncf 
ce of the danger of the eſtabliſhed church of Trelanc 


re from the great number of papiſts and other « 


« affected perſons; hoping this conſideration wit 
« © incline them to enter upon ſuch methods, 48 may 
© wake e. the 1 Proteſtant Diſſenters not only more 

eaſy, but more uſeful to the ſupport of the conflitution 
church and flate; and will prove a great 


tr 1 5 of ſtrength to the proteſtant intereſt,” 1 


far 


"This ate t in Ireland“ ſucceeded no better 
e nel "he had made 1 in England: and aſter 
acknowledging t the ſervices of the Diſſenters in both 


11895 


1 ee den eee ee eee as will be mentioned 
hereafter, apes as repealed in Ireland. 


countries, 


#. 


| Corporation and Ti Alt 7. 
countries, who had riſqued their lives and fortunes 
in his defence, he had the mortification to be pre- 
vented by the teſt laws from Song taps. them by 
marks of royal favout, © 15 hen 20 Nd 
Ne Ces i PLN 
of \ellgjaus liberty, was like him alſo unable 'to 
relieve his diſſenting ſubjects. The afſertors of the 
divine hereditary right of kings were then, ſo hu- 
merous, and the danger to the crown fo immi- 
nent, that he dared not to interfere in their, favour, 
Perhaps the friends of religious liberty had a right 
to expect that ſomething ſhould have been riſqued, 
but the apprehenſions of the court were not without 
foundation, For in a very few years afterwards the 
Proteſtant, Diſſenters were again called forth to pro- 
tect the reigning family againſt rebellion; and they 
braved, as they had done on former occaſions, the 
penalties of thoſe laws, which were framed to punith 


Rn n 
When honeſt George the Second breathed his 
laſt, the Proteſtant Difſenters loſt 2 og ir 
and religious liberty a zealous patron. With kim 
died the remembrance of the merits of 
had ſtruggled for the preſervation of a + conſtitution 
which had caſt them off as citizens, and 'of an 
eſtabliſhed church which perſecutes them. In de- 
fence of the liberties of their counzy, 17 5 
deſiance to penalties and diſabilities; and 
es defence of the houſe of Hanover, h 


A4 9 31! 1414 407 31 * that 
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0: Patti relating to tb 
that its friends e we Kg within the pale of 
the 'eftabliſhraent; 560% 20860 1 30 
1 10 T9VOr! 61 10 Non „ TEEN If yin 
Though our glorious deliverer, king Wilham, 
. and the two firſt princes of the houſe of Hanover, 
were thus generouſſy diſpoſed to do juſtice to the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, yet the oppreſſive | laws of 
which they complained are ſtill in force in th 
country: and though in the year 1779, an act was 
paſſed in Ireland for the relief of the Triſh Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, which enacted, © That every perſon 
© being a Proteſtant ſhall and may have, hold, and 
* enjoy any office or place, civil or military, and 
*f receive any pay, ſalary, ſee, or wages, belonging 
Lc to, or by reaſon of, ſuch office or place, notwith- 
& ſtanding he ſhall not receive, or have received, the 
e ſacrament of the Lord's Supper—without incur 
ce ring any penalties—for, or in reſpect of, his neglecb 
ce of receiving the ſame; yet his preſent Majeſty! 
has ſhewn no diſpoſition to befriend the claim of: the; 
Proteſtant Diſſenters of England and Wales to be 
put upon a level with his other ſubjects; andthe 
preſent miniſter of ſtate, who lies under peculiar 
obligations to them, has not only ſpoken, but uſed. 
the influence of government, to defeat their repeated 
applications to parliament for relief. In this reign, 
the crown is firmly, eſtabliſhed; and the party 


diviſions of the country are founded not ſo much on 
a difference of polirical principles, as on the appli- 
cation of thoſe principles in which all agree. The 
race of Jacobites and Nonjurors is extinct; and all 

(L340 F1 N 80 10.43 j Uk $8 nen M20 Lola 
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of Great · Britain unite. in applauding 


_ the 
the —— Revolution, which 


liberty, and placed the houſe of Hanover on the 
throne: And yet, in the concluſian.of the gighteenth 
century, when the temper of the nation was generally 
favourable to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and mo man 
thought the church would be in danger, the miniſter 
of the crown has blaſted their reaſonable expectations, 
and left them to lament that the time, far anden 
neee bio (1 

11 tiny! be of importance. Gor che Diſſenters, in 
their preſent ſituation to conſider whether they ought 
to place any, farther confidence in a miniſter who has 
ſa\ treated them. During his adminiſtration, Dr. 
and Dr Horſley raiſed to that of St. David's; 
and perhaps his private ſentiments cannot he better 
known / than from what one “ of theſe ee 
eee the other anche act 


Ire Tf 100 . ee 


Intche Biſhop. of Glouceſter's Gran preached, 


before the houſe of lords on Wedneſday, the, goth 


of January, 178 ö. are the Sling pallogathuxjicl 


nog, 8 lo — Al. ad 
| 55 en NN te 
rettyman, now Biſhop of Lincoln, Wh Tt 


Nh e Sree re AE 
Corporation of Norwich, in which he introduced) together, the aproes 


CO eee, 


depart fret NETS e Not! 10 none 
„ 1204 eee t un. e Boa! 10 3989 
| + Taken from y. 2a andy, 135 of the printed ſermon. 


« Secondly, 


10 bats relating to the 
« Secondly, from the events which were imme- 
& diately ſubſequent to the diſſolution of the church 
ce and monarchy, we may learn the neceſſity of an 
« eſtabliſhed religion. Certain warm aſſertors of 
« liberty, it is true, under a teal or feigned appre- 
ee henſion of the miſchiefs occaſioned by fanaticiſm, 
<« have indulged themſelves in talking and writing 
ce freely againſt eſtabliſhments : but neither their 
© names, nor their numbers, nor their arguments, 
© © are of weight to oppoſe to the general perſuaſion 
« of the advantages of ſuch inſtitutions, It is 
cc ſeldom ſeen, that the members of a civil com- 
« munity agree in the ſame creed: and where there 
« jg a diverſity of ſects, all at variance with one 
te another, and none of them engaged in the ſervice 
© of the ſtate, it is obvious how much the public 
« ſaſety may be endangered in critical conjunctures, 
te by factious men, under pretence of aſſembling 
te for the purpoſes of religion. Nor is any expedient 
cc left to the magiſtrate to prevent this inconvenience, 
te and Yo break the influence which muſt always ſubbſiſt 
tc between an independent clergy and their reſpe#ive 
<« congregations, and transfer that influence to himſelf, 
tt but that of taking one of theſe ſects under his 
© On immediate care, and maintaining its miniſters 
« at the public charge, and of leaving the reſt under 
ca full and free toleration. As the only legitimate 
motive to ſuch an alliance is civil utility, or on 
& account of the obvious advantages of religion to 
e the community; in forming his choice among 
© the ſeveral religious ſocieties, the magiſtrate will 


« of courſe be directed to the largeſt. Becauſe the 
| « benefits 


Corporation and Toft 457. it 
« benefits wifing from his protection will titus be 
« extended to the greateſt number of citizens that 
«js poſſible; and becauſe a greater number, having 
« a greater intereſt at ſtake, will prove @ more ef 
* ally 10 hm in carrying on the deſigns of government, 
e than a ſmaller number will, or can. In the mean 
de time, as was ſaid to other ſects whoſe opinions 
« are harmleſs or merely abſurd, he will indulge a 
* toleration: and to this he will be induced from 
ce reaſons both of Juſtice and of prudence: of juſtice, 
te becauſe though government has a right to confine its 
« favours to that mode of worſhip which it moſt ap- 
« proves, it has no right to enforce the obſervance 
& of it on thoſe, who in their conſciences believe 
* conformity to it to be finful; and of prudence, 
* hecauſe toleration naturally tends to relax the 
= hatred of ſectaries to one another, to weaken the 
«attachment to their own particular forms, and to 
«allay, if not extinguiſh, religious _ how diſ- 
« ſenſions. 


r Thirdly, after what has been ſaid of es ex- 
ce pediency of a public religion, accompanied with 
* a toleration, it will be no unſeaſonable digreſſion 
* to advert to the reaſons, on which the uſe and 
* equity of a teſt law, by way of ſecurity to the 
te church eſtabliſhed, may conſiſtently be main- 
* tained.” It is of the nature of religious ſects, as 
ec ſuch, to conceive their own ſyſtem of faith and 
* worſhip to be purer, and to approach nearer the 
te ſtandard of perfection, than that of any other: for 
gon no principle but this can they be ſuppoſed 

cc to 
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« to have ſeparated from other religiqus hoc 
« Whether national or tolerated. Under this per 
& ſuaſion they will always be trying (and the — 
& ſigcere they are in their perſuaſion, the more 
« earneſtly they will be trying) to propagate their 
«gown opinions , and to advance their own models on 
the ruins of the reft; and, as the ſureſt way of 
« effecting this, to intereſt the ſtate in their ſervice, 
de by gaining a part of the legiſlature to their ſide. 
In this purſuit, beſigles the ſimple motive of truth, 
<« it may be preſumed, they will be not a little ſtimu- 
« lated, from the view of thoſe temporal emeluments, 
te which they ſee annexed to the religion of the magiſ- 
«rate, and from which they themſelves, unyuſtly, 
e as they will think, are at preſent excluded. Nor. 
it there any other way of preventing them from. 
( accompliſhing their deſigns, and erecting themſelves 
« into the national church, than by keeping them. out 
«of the public adminiflration; and taking care that 
« offices of truſt and dignity, in the diſpoſal of govern-. 
e ment, ſhall be conferred on fuch perſons only, whoſe 
e principles incline them to preſerve the conſtitution i n ? 
«all its parts. Now this is the preciſe buſineſs of 4 
04g. Not as an artful mode of harraſſing our 
te adverſaries, but as 4 prudential proviſion to ſecure 
« ourſelves: not as an engine of oppreſſion, to 
jay men under legal diſabilities, becauſe they 
« profeſs not the true faith; but as @ weapon of 
* defence, ta guard us from the attacks of thoſe, who 
te are, prepared to catch at every opportunity to do 
« us harm. Not as a penal law, and by way of 
« puniſhment for opinions; for with opinions, pro- 
« vided 


338 


Corporation and Teſt All.. WA © 


10 vided they be neither deſtructive of private virtue 
« nor ſubverſive, of civil authority, the magiſtrate. 
« his no concern; but as a law of reſtraint, by 
« which the men, who hold opinions unfriendiy to 
te the religion of the ſtate are with-held from ſitu- 
« ations where they might poſibly reduce thoſe. 
* opinions to practice. Not that the national church 
i may perſecute its opponents; but that it may not 
ce lie at the mercy of its enemies: not that it may 
« become a tyrant, but that it may not become. a 
" ſlave * | 


The argument of the Biſhop of Glouceſter, ſtrip-. 

ped of the frothy declamation which obſcures it, 
amounts to no more than this; that an eſtabliſhed 
religion is neceſſary in every country, and that 
it is is erpedient? that perſons diſſenting from that 
religion ſhould be indulged in a toleration to a 
certain extent; but that they may not injure or 
deſtroy the eſtabliſhment, it is expedient that they 
Would be excluded from the adminiſtration of go- 
vernment.— Here, by the way, it may be remarked, 
that the Biſhop's argument does not apply to the 
caſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. -The ea 


* Te is not clear whether he conſiders — a A. 
or an indulgence; I have ſtated him faithfully te the beſt of my abilit 
and it makes no difference in the argument. The miſerable ſhifts 
which the diſciples of Warburton are driven, in order to make a baſt lu 
conſiſtent with toleration, may be illuſtrated by the Bi 8 nos 
In one place, he treats toteration as an indulgence; in 
of government being F of Mk 
and in a third, he ſpeaks of the divine doctrine of Holeration,”; The 
| divine doctrine, with which the magiſtrate indulges ſectaries ! aug 


not 


e  Falts:relating to . * 
not ſo framed as to exclude them from all ſhare in 
the civil government, though they extend to many 
caſes which have no relation to it. Thus Diſſenters 
may have a ſhate in the public admiaiſtration by 
having ſeats in its legiſlature, while they are refuſed 
acceſs to many offices of a private nature (as thoſe 
of governors of certain hoſpitals, or directors of 
trading and infurance companies) and cannot even 
receive a penſion from the crown for the moſt meri- 
torious ſervices*, To ſupport theſe laws, therefore, 
ſome other hypotheſis is required, more abſurd than 
even that of Biſhop Warburton, PR is b re- 
tailed by — * | 


But to proceed; 4 40 dee wenne 

is to aſcertain in whom is to be veſted the power 
of judging how far it is expedient that ſectaries 
ſhould be tolerated. It may probably be admitted, 
that if it reſides any where, it muſt be in the 
governing power of the ſtate. But wherever it 
may reſide, as it is a matter upon which thoſe 
who are intruſted with the determination muſt 
exerciſe a judgment, they may as honeſtly and con- 
ſcientiouſſy differ in opinion upon this as upon 
any other ſubject; and the local circumſtances of 
countries, and the ſtrength and weakneſs of different 
governments, may occaſion a great variation in the 


. If his Majelly was inclined to bee dust mk of xpyal favour 
upon Mr. Howard, whoſe philanthropy has been extended to the relief #5 
of the moſt wretched claſſes of mankind, he could not do-it, unleſs 
Mir. Howard, who is a Diſentr, would take the ſicruvent in th 
eſtabliſhed church. r n 
| ſituation 
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ſituation of ſectaries. Thus Biſhop. Warburton and 
of indulging them with a qualified toleration, while 
the diſciples of St. Dominic may deem it inexpedient 
to indulge them with any favour. Biſhop Halifax 
may reſtrain them from holding offices, becauſe he 
thinles that will make them good ſubjects; the 
Spaniſh inquiſitor may burn them at the ſtake, 
becauſe he is of opinion that nothing but extirpation 
can prevent their overthrowing the government of 
his country. Thus Warburton and St. Dominic 
teach the ſame principles, they differ only as to the 
extent of their application. The whole fallacy lies 
in not affixing a preciſe idea to the word toleration. 
With high churchmen, and the diſciples of War- 
burton, it ſignifies only an indulgence which may be 
granted, with-held, modified, and reſtricted, as the 
civil government may deem expedient; with loW 
churchmen and Proteſtant Diſſenters, it ſignifies a 
rig, which every government is bound to protect 
inviolate, and which no power on earth can juſtly 
'with-hold, modify, or reſtrain in any manner, or for 
any purpoſe... Biſhop Halifax may diſtinguiſh a 
qualification of religious liberty by the gentle appel- 
lation of a © prudential precaution,” © a weapon of 
< defence,” or a © reſtraint ;” but that will not 
alter the nature of the thing itſelf. It is ſtill, if the 
latter are right, an uſurpation on the part of the civil 
l is perſecution. ; 


The following reſolutions of the houſe FA com- 
mons may very properly ſerve as an introduction to 
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che lettet of the-Biſhop of St Davidis! aN Rey ew 
mat biſbops, being lofds of parliameint, hade 
right ro interſere in che election of members ef the 
- houſe'at commons and that like other 
have ſometirnes 2 od ban a ® 
—_ W Yo vides 9693 109 ili an 5 to nnr 
„eb en ende esche ebm 
0 ever ſince the year 1701½ and paſſed at the 
beginning of every ſeſſion of parliament, that for 
any peer of this kingdom, or any lord lieutenant of 
any coumy, to concern themſelves in the elections 
of members to ſerve for the commons in praliament, 
is a high infringement of the liberties and privileges 
of the commons of England. 


On the 1 4th'of March; 17 10, it was reſolved by 
the houſe of commons, That it appears to tlils 
e houſe, that William Lord Biſhop of Carliſle hath 
« diſperſed ſeveral copies of a letter, pretendedꝭ to 
te have been received from Sir James Montague (a 
© member of this hõuſe) in order to procure Sir 
te James Montague to be elected a citizen in the 
'* city of Carliſte; reflecting on the honour bf her 
e Majeſty; and, y concerning bimſef in abe ſaid 
et eleffdolt, bath higbiy infringed the liberties and privi- 
iges f the) commons f Great- Britun. 
16111 Barts; Me 194 07 borrroboice ed bed fi 7 
And the refolutions paſſed upon the conduct of 
the Biſbop of Worceſter, who had beed charged with 
making intereſt againſt Sir John Pack ington, one 
of the candidates to repreſent the county of Wor- 
ein e ſtill mote ſtrong. 3 
thy 
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Ae bel dots bead in Hebes ene 
the hanſe (on the 28th of November, 50 De 
ſolved; that it appears to this houſe that be (gre- 
©. credings of William Lord Biſbop of Wor tgfot his 
282588 
_ « election of a member for the county of Worceſter, 
c hut been malicious, unchreſftian, and arbitraery, in 
A 
CARIES 19! 4 Quit ug G 
Dre 
A Reſolved, A een Msn be preſented 
« to her Majeſty, that ſhe will be graciouſly pleaſed 
ct to remove William Lord Biſhop an, 
r from being lord almoner to her Majeſty. | 


. *©-Ordered,- that the ſaid refokation and addref 
*be-preſorned to her Majeſty, by ſuch members of 
_ *thishoule, YEW AD 


* privy council. 1 t 

al Magi 2 14 1 T9 50487 
we Tic V2 a 89 * *. 1 * o n 44 
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eee e Mr. e — to 
che houſe, that their reſolution and addreſs to her 
*-Majefty, for removing William Lord Biſhop of 
t Worceſter,' from being lord almoner to her Ma- 
jeſty, had been preſented to her Majeſty; and that 
4e — OT INNnD 
1 : | 
0 f | oy 

de an erty dar: . e 0 


ee . 
« or 


1 Fuai malauiug to de 
bog fol beef langer continue 
« & to;ſupp che plae 


Place, of almaner. out I gail put. beg 
Ya 12 Toon iq Priory ths fic,” + 0 org; 
1 Fin Sas 6 Yo blaidl ach lech 0 
E Reſalyed, rbar che wolt humble. chanks, of this 
ou ſs be returned to her Majeſty, for her Majeſty's 
molt gracious anſwer. to their addreſs, relating to 
* William Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


oO AI 269 17 Sh wile? y T 
ordered. that Mir, Comptroller of her Mae 
e houſhoſd, do return the ſaid moſt bundle b 
N houſe to her Majeſty.” 

Ss gh eg 
5 e 
vindi i own priv 
the Þ ple. Whether Samuel Lord Biſhop; © oo 
David's, n may, like William 0 HY of Wor- 
ceſter, and William Lord Biſh ee 
under the cenſure of the TG mon when 


1855 meet, for interfering, as he by phe ah be 
ſeen to have done, very recently i in; the election of 
a member for Caermarthen, will be known. i in due 
o = It is poſſible, that a houſe of gommons, 
which h violated the right of election hy Juſtifying* 
a Fa 9701 in continuing a, ſcrutiny, beyond 
8 5 return of. the writ and, the meeting 
875 7 ament, xt TH no, ground tor, cenſure; in 


he” following, letter; nothing .*_maliciqus, ,un- 


Mr. Fox, notwithſtanding this al of the houſe . 


brought an action in che Court of Common Pleas againſt the High 
Bailiff: of Weſtmin for not Breton 941705 him according to the 


exigency of che it 
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| The following way written by the 
7 of St, Pin i . be —— 


ef Roc: N | be the Clergy men of | | 
ie 790 e . 


Ua 
dere f dae a 


* REVEREND . 


aebi Willa Manſell has declared Kiln a 


60 candida reſent the borough of Caermarthen 
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45 thanks of 1 illenters for the part] et 
in che! ite atem = overthrow our eccleſlaſti 


8 tion, by 'sf lle e E. $000 00 
6 tet acts. By this Ke is” eaſy iq gb RR 8 
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1 1 hope FE Au e 
eee 8 1 ngle clergy an in my 
#'Jiotle; who will be fo ces ts own character, 

and his duty to the eſtabliſhed church, as, f. 8 


mar vote for any man who has ad woligh 


cc 
"Pri inciples. 0 3 am,. bn 10 ion 20 N 
10 6 oft sg 5 gott et Reverend Sir, Not e ne 1NYLO 7 
22 or gαToο 1 111119 feta W to Rais 
| I ur. affectionate b brother, Vννν,ẽiUa 
\*Abetguilly, And faithful ſervant, 


“Aug. 24, 178g. cc SAMUEL ST, David's.” 


20 Faffi relitiag ie the” 
lere the Bicop of St. David's takes) for, granted, 
handen he. conceded, viz- that the repeal. of 
the" corporation and geſt acts would. overthrow.cour 
eccleſrallagal gonſtitution: for that conſtitution flou- 
riſtud long before thoſe laws, were made, and now 
exiſts totally independent of them. Let the Biſhop 
prove his aſſertion, and than let him have the full 
benefit of it But the concluding part of his letter 
is maſt exceptionable. He ſeems to farget that 
the diſpute! about the repeal af the teſt laws, has 
lain dormant for nearly fifty years; and that therefore 
many of the clergy of his dioceſe may not have 
made themſelves maſters of the ſubject. It would 
have been charitable in him to have removed the 
cloud of ignorance, beſore he harſhly held out the 
anathemas of the church. He ought to prove. that 
no clergyman can conſiſtently with his own character, 
or his dutyito the eſtabliſhed church, yate ſar a friend 
to the repeal of theſe laws. But the truth is, it. is 
eaſier ſor one in authority to alarm; than conyince; 
it coſts leis to call hard names, than ta enter int a 
train tif hopeleſs reaſoning. 3 one arl4 Inid1 


119d Hoops: yer vail Tr $19vot 001-2Ipits 1950 
{+:iAtcording; to the Biſhop, the prelates and whole 
body of the clergy have acted a falſe part; for they 
chavie given up all hopes of defending this bulwark 
of che church 3 but, lying upon their arms within the 
citadel; they. tmiſt to the power of the miniſter and his 
rmjority in thehouſe of commons. Not one hook 
or pamphlet oſ any conſequence has been publiſhed, 
to ſupport theſe uſurpations on the rights of men. — 
y Nor indeei is the preſent moment favqurable for 
thid purpoſel The tide of liberality ene 
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11 1x Hberey dar fleithertthe-ügu- 
ments ö Biſhop Sherlock,” nor the bypbtheßs of 
Biſhop" Warburton” can top its progreſs 


10 
The 
temper of the titnes is ed by th&"exmrmply of mot 
of the nations of Europe; and act 
wiſely in ſaying lends fr 4 ente) Whächl ae bent 
tan ſupport. Not chuſing to engage perforatly'in = 
the conteſt, modern biſnops have 'tontinted'therti- 
ſelves with 2 republication of the exploded” argu- 
ments of a deceaſed brother, who endeavoured” ro 
Vinddicate the teſt Jaws-upon principles fubverſive of 
toleration. Biſſiop Warburton, who polnts out ibis 
&fe# in Biſhop Sherlock's writings, has ſuccteded 
0 better. He has erected a fanciful alliance between 
church und Rare; and defends theſe laws upon 
principles equally ſubverſrve of toleration i For he 
Confickers this unahenable tight of man as a mere 
inlulgente, which may be modified (and there ſote 
Withaheld or granted) according” to the etigencies 
of the ſtate! Wich no better guides to refer toj the 
clergy of the dioceſe of St. David's may juſtly 
think the general cenfure contained in the Biſhop's 
letter, a little too ſevere. They may requeſt their 
"dioceſan to Infarm thein ignorance, and to futniſh 
therm ( be can) with a new ſet of arguments agaiuſt 
the teſt laws, founded upon principles confifteht 
with the right of perſons diſſenting from an eſta- 
— full and free toleration, withobr any 
penalties or diſabilitier inflicted 'upþort! them _ 
on account of their ngo opinions. 
am lo a 503 09 ee ator reqg: it 03 
Is a clergyman of che church of England falſe to 
is oon rbarurter, who exerciſes to the heſt of his 
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ſe they exerciſe 
- the kHight of priva Gn f f. he falls to Kis 
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try'? WhO A „fa bu to be 
From the nett of lübtittzsg h the pro- 
oft of the meſt M/ ordinante vf hb religion? 
e ee chat they may worſhip-God 
in thelt W n. Way, without bein 1 the 
general triafs'6f fubjetts, merely 


duty to the efebliſhed church, who votes as he thinks 
moſt for its advantage and 5088 0r 5 or, who, with 
the immortal William, and the #wwo firſt princes of the 
houſe of Hanover, holds that the cauſe of N 
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freedom, is tho! cauſe of all mankindld / 
lu y manulw ,n0q pax . ih "I hos b 
4 Were Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and the ar 
the prelates and dignitaries of the church bf 


ſoon after. the Revolution, falſe:to-their-own-Tha- 

racters and that church, When they declared them- 
ſelves in favour of 2, repeal. of theſe, odious, laws ? 
Was the preſent Sovereign of Britain falſe to his 
own character, as head of the church '6f Ttelabd, and 
— Nee eſtabliſhment, when he paſled.. Ann lawiito 
this" incapacity” there? "Afe”Ardtideaton | 


AE en oe YR rr 
among the eſtabliſhed clergy: of the preſent day, 


falſe $a their, charagter and their duty? YOULL. HO 
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Were the members of the houſe of lords * and 
commons whaaaited. with our great deliverer in the 


' adfi80 3 lo gu, Ds od not Ag nA mty Ns af wir ag vio 
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ſtrugglento 4£peal. the corporation ; 

Were theulards: hare, for, 2 
George the fut aſcended the 
bers gf the ——_— 
2705961 and 1739, Voted in the lame. 
one hundred and forty members, of the pre ” 
of common, who, ſo lately diſtinguiſhed then: 
in the glorious cauſe, all criminal in che, yes. 
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| Ind ec y ue lords Following ds enter thei dH e- 
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aſe. a hearty union proteſtants is a. or Sony 
oh Peers Thats than any tot can be in r 
escböndhy Recauſe this obligation! to receive be dem is u tokk 
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n proteſtunſts rather than 
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Hodie za vice lecta e billa, An act for the abrogating of the oaths 


af ſupremacy; allegiance, and — other . ay 1 Fc 
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ade of the la, in 2 bel recur he came e 
| | proteſtant 
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chrifian. biſhop ? \ooWerethey al falle n 
chend duty bin Ie, Mert deen ien: Horley! 


e integrity und ſenſe N re, al. who, 
e in, politics; religion,- on f 
is bis Aabiud to fs34 5241 


rm _ 0 nr mir 01 2x91 bvdagmbila ste- 
= imperious, mandats,1of.. an Kader, depot. 
could; hardiy be cauched in ſterner terms than tie 
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| And.the-queition being put, whether this rider ſhall be md pare b 
the bill ? ns een 15 Til 2155} ON + N 

nen the tee, ö 

Leave was given to ſuch lords as will, to enter ir diſſents, ans 
theſe tords do enter their diſſents — nd 261 


Firſt, ao ns eat eng of hg prateſtant free men(df Eng- 
land reaſon to c ain of ineq fra rating iu rhe they T 
————— a 00. a 
the king ——— — — 1 
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Secon — Becauſe his Majeſty, as the common and indulgent father 
af e 2 expreſſed an earneſt deſire of, liberty, for tenden-1 
ch proteſtant ſubjects ; and my,lords,, the biſhops having. 
1 en 7 857 occaſions. profeſſed an inclination, and owned: - 
— $ 0 ſuch a chriſtian temper z we apprehend, it will In 
ety js up, s minds. of ſomething different! from. the/cnſs of 


vat J canſ anfuing ſecular employments-to eceleſiaſtical conforthity, thoſe | 

TN civil affairs, whoſe: doctrine and worthip may be 

of parliament, there being a bill beſone us by 

. the, hauſe, to that purpoſes eſpecially when, without chi c. i 
— rigour,, the church is ſecured in all her privileges and prefer- 

N e ee en into them who ee, 

Able. IN after vd god n 193 9w 
Thirdly, fene 10 br marke of didincben nd humiliation an ang 

ſort of kan bs 4 not rendered themſelves juſtly ſuſpected to the: 
1s 34, all times 19, be,avoided. by, the. makers of juſt | 
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the Ser f Bt. Dawid will / 
like beaſts of burden, and kiſs Sir db: 
ceſan. Yielding obedience to him ee 
they | muſt feet as Engliſhmen fer the ĩtipbftan 712 
their ci rights; and ſpuin at the” — 2 
would deprive them of their 1 . Nor is 
this a triatter which concerns them only, it is the 


cauſe, of, every clergyman in England — 
who feels for the dignity and purity of his order. 1 als 


The dite plea of Warburton ay judlißy 1 

ol St. David's conduct upon the principles of the. 
alliance between church and ſtate. The t grrat pre- 

* « li mihary, or fundamental article“ of which is: chat 

e the ehureh ſhall apply all irt influent? in the Jeruice.,. 

« of the Rate, and that the 1 ſhall ſupport — 


dit noglubnt bas . 16M, aid ur ονν, — 


intereſt a+ ad "I pom capt V 
in nediof Ahe usted bande and hearts — all prote 15 inſt © — 


open attempts and ſecret endeavours of 2 N 17 0 
neighbour, ho is more zealous than Rome itfelf to 
theſe Kingdoms, and labours, with his utmoſt force, tu Ettiæ Hd tyfünn⁰ , 
upon the ruins of the reformation all through Europe: ziiduq dr 0 nofgilsr 
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Fourthly, Becauſe it turns the edge of u thaw: ——— ah 
fate) upon proteftants and friends to the 
— pj ts exclude hom From — 
avowedly dangerous to our religian and Fs 


taking the ſacrament, which was enjoined Aut tear mem gs ph w Bane 


papiſts, is; vow! made a 'diftinguithing: duty, amabg profelints, 0, 
weaken the whole by caſting off a part of them. I 
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Fifthlyy Becauſe myſteries of relſgion and, dine 
divine original, and of i nature ſo wholly diſtant frum the Yet 

of public ſociety; 8 thoſc N e 
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n Faltr relating. to be 
tect the church. Mr. Pitt, as prime miniſter, 
having perfurmed his part of the compact, and ſup- 
Daneibandt ect — HA the 


to expetł that its-inflvence ſhould be employtid in 
his ſervice in return. The alliance between church 
and ſtate is, in other words, an alliance between the 
bench of biſhops and the miniſter: and the: great 


preliminary or fundamental article is, that if the 


miniſter will ſupport the uſurpations of the church, 
Pain ſhall u for his friends. mug 
- vnot nod get 7167132 03 sen u barn 
For the honour of human nature, let it be re- 
membered, hat n the reign of the ſame prince, and 
during the adminiſtration of the ſame miniſter 
when chriſtian prelates preached ſuch doctrines, and 
wrote ſuch letters, a great ſtateſmaß, poſſeſſed of 
an enlightened and liberal mind, ſoaring above all 
confiderations of private or Fm intereſt, With a 
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one be puniſhed without a crime: if it be a crime not to take the — 
ment according to the uſage of the church of England, every one 


ght 74 be puniſhed for it, which nobody affirms ; Fr it 2 2 

are capable, and judged fit for em the kings 

am Bing * puniſhed. with a law, of e aur 
fill, as —— 


Tiers is no crime to forbear: if it be urged 
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wurmnti and energy which his attachment to che 
cnuſ of liberry alone inſpired , in ſavuur of a cla 
of menyti hom he u widder no obligations, and 
vho therefore had no ch to his Eu rtians/ made a 
moſt ariunatecꝭ and eloquent ſpeechſ in the houſe of 
comtmom, in fubſtance as fbllows ?: 
503 ee enn ns brow A0 hO Mt ei Nat bas 
| ubjed had 
undergone ſo much :difeuſfiong)both in partiament, 
and out uf it, that but little could be added to the 
find it neceſſary to detain the houſe long.— He 
differed! widely from the honourable gentleman 3 
hO ſpoke laſt; with reſpect to the noble lord's 
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of -this great ſtateſan, whoſe; public: character has been much 
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factures of Britain by partial tax es, He never violated the freedom 
election, or ved Engliſhmen of their birthright, the trial 
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Which yet, when brought to dhe 6 ol argument 
even b noble lotd's abilities could neither defend Th 
N —He —— however, ſo much accuſtomed 
udopt a contrary opinion to that 
Which = ron: ph maintain, that he was 
apprehenſive the noble lord's arguments would have 
more weight with the majority of the houſe, than 
his. Whatever might be gentlemen's ſentiments 
with reſpect to religion, with reſpect to an eftabliſtied 
church, to toleration, or the length t to Which 1 
t to extend, there could, in his Opinion e 
oljeftion to a te 7 went only to 2 com- 
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peers a — 25 de wrong in in their 
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30 Fat raluing u 
remedy; and puniſſu hir for his ceοVꝙñuet grounded 
owhis opinions, as an example to deter others Hm 
acting in the ſame dangerous and abſurdlmatinbr: 
No propoſition could) het ο ended be more con- 
ſonant to co ſenſe, to reaſon and to juſtice, | 
tan that men vvere to be tried by their actions, and 
not by their opinions. Their actions ought to be 
waited for, and not gueſſed at, as the probable 
conſequence of the ſentiments they were knowti'to 
entertain and to profeis.—If the reverſe of this 
doctrine were ever adopted as a maxim of govern- 
ment, if the actions of men were to be prejudged 
from their opinions, it would ſow the ſeeds of 
jealouſy and diſtruſt; it would give ſcope to private 
malice; it would ſharpen men's minds 
another; incite each man to divine the private 
opinions of his neighbour, to deduce miſchievous 
conſequences from them, and thence to prove that 
he aught to incur rwe, and m ſettexrec with 
reſtrictions. 11 ono „ gif bf wolloi 
631 1 ino 3169 2647 51811 2113 
bs Shin img with nbd: to , politicaly was more 
peculiarly ſo with regard to religious opinions; and 
from the miſchievous principle he had deſcribed; hat 
flowed every ſpecies | of party: zeal; every ſyſtem of 
political intolerance, every extravagance oſ religious 
hate: In this poſition," that the actions of men and 
not their opinions, were the proper objects of legiſ. 
lation, he was ſupported by the general tenour of 
the las of the land.—-Hiſtory, however, afforded 


one -glaring exception, in thevcale! of / the Roman 
Catholics. 
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Catholics. The Roman Catholics, or, more properly 
ſpeak ing the: opts, | a8 the noble lord had very 
juſtly called, them (a diſtingtian which, he truſted; 

was perfectly! underſtood bull who heard him, and 
would ever be maintained by the Engliſh Roman 
Catholics in time to come) had been ſuppoſeti by 
our anceſtors, to entertain opinions that might lead 
to miſchief. to the ſtate. But was it their raligiaus 
opinions that were feared ? No ſuch thing. Their 
acknowledging a foreign authority paramount to 
that of the legiſlature, their acknowledging a titie to 
the crown ſuperior to that conferred by the voice 
of the people, their political opinions, which they 
were ſuppoſed to attach to their religious / creed 
were dreaded and juſtly dreaded, as inimical to the 
eonſtitution. Laus therefore were enacted to guard 
againſt the pernicious tendency of their politicai, 
not of their religious, opinions; and the principle 
thus adopted, if not founded on juſtioe, was at leaſt 
followed up with conſiſtency. Their influener in 
the ſtate was feared; and they were not only reſtricted 
from holding offices of power or truſty but rendered 
incapable of purchaſing lands, or acquiring inſſuence 
of any kind: But if the Roman Cathoes vf thoſe! 
times were papiſts in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word 
and not the Roman Catholics of the preſent day 
ſtill he would day; that the legiſlature ought not: Fw 
have acted againſt them, till they put in prattice 
ſome. of the dangerous doctrines whieh they were 
thought to entertain. Diſability and puniſhenent 
ought to- ad followed, not to have anticipated 
offence. 


Thoſe 


bes ö RIES | 
1 muſt -contend;- if by 
argued. fairly. on their own. ground, not that their 


religious opinions were inimical to the eſtabliſtiad 


church, hut that their political opinions were inirnical 
ta the conſtitution. If they failed to prove this, to 
deprive che Diſſenters of any civil. or political ad- 
vantage, was a manifeſt injuſtice ; for it was not 
ſufficient to ſay. to any. ſet of men, We apprehend 
certain dangers from your, opinions; we have wiſely 
provided a remedy againſt them; and you, who ſcel 
yourſelves aggrieved, caluminated, and proſcribed, 
by this remedy, muſt prove that our, 
are ill founded. The anus, probandi lay on the other 
fide ; for whoever, demanded that any other perſan 
ſhould be laid under, a reſtriction, it was i i 
on him firſt to prove that the reſtriction was neceflary 
to his ſafety, by ſome overt ac : and that the danger = 
he apprehended was not imaginary, but real No 
ſuch thing had been attempted by the noble lard. 
He had. ſpoken. liberally and. handſomely af the 
Diſſenters. Why? becauſe he felt the propriety 
and the juſtice of it. He knew that-they had: been 
ſteady in their attachment to government that their 


religious opinions were favourable to civil liberty, 
and that the true principles of the conſtitution had 


been remembered, and aſſerted. hy them, at times 


when they were forgotten, perhaps betrayed, by the 
harater of che Piſſenters. 


church. Such had been the c 


Were their political qpinions now . different ſrom 


wha * had been formerly? Were they more 
cf formidable 
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D rmidable from their numbers, e AE. 
om their prineiples, more conſiderable in any 
_ 'reſpeR}' except, perhaps, from the talent of rde 
of their members? "No" ſuch” thing was 'UWiketed'; | 
nnd che noble lord finding their encluſſen from an 
equal participation of power with their fellow fub- 
jedi a topic on whieh it was Inhpoſſible for him to 
"ſerve his cauſe, had entered on à more - pleaſing 
therne a panegyrie on the church of England; 
Which he ſaid had ſhared the dangers, and the fate 
of the ſtate; had ſunk and riſen with the conſtitution, 
and therefore ought to be peculiarly endeared to us, 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he felt no difficulty to join in the 
panegyric, but he could hot conſent to adopt the 
concluſion that the happineſs of the ſtate was de- 
pendlent on the flouriſhing ſtate of the church; for 
ho, that peruſed the hiſtory of thoſe dangers, which 
the church: had ſhared; in common with the ſtate, 
but muſt ſee, that the church might have been 
triumphant, while the ſtate was in ruin? Was it 
ſeriouſly to be eontended, that religion depends upon 
political opinions; thatit'ean ſubſiſt only under this, 
or chat ſortn of government? It was an irreverend 
and irnpious opinion to maintain, that the church 
muſt depend for ſuppott, as an engine, or ally, of 
the ſtate ; and not on the evidence of its doctrines, 
to be found dy ſearching the ſcriptures, and the moral 
effects it produced on che mind of thoſe hom it 
T . + ater ob 


-\Thernoble lord had bibel. whe mtlcriaibd of the 
rl 6 
n C ceptions. 


44 Fafln relatiug to dhe 

oeptions. In ſthe reign of Charles II. her forticude 
bad been greater; than her moderation j in that of 
, James II. chert ſervility had been greater than either; 
under King William, and,, ſtill more unger veen 


mation, by their affected alarm for the ſafety of the 
church; and he never apprehended , 5 
of power cried out, c that they were in danger; 
| on the well known maxim + ; 

| Omnia formidant, formidanturgue Hyranni. 01 

1 Man quae vill Hau Fare \l4 . 10301 05 

| Size the acceſſon of the houſe of Brunſyick, that 
| - auſpicious ra in the hiſtory of the 0 7 5 the 
i church had merited every praiſe, becau f it! ad at 
{ been, indulged in, its whims, or, imaginary fears. 
| Sinoe chat time it hag, flouriſhed, and improved: 
But how by toleration and modera behaviour. 


Anne, fo little had the clergy been diſtinguiſhed for 
| moderation, that they had frequently diſturbed, the 


» Fs * 
1. * F 
0 


„And howrhad theſe, been produced? by the, members 

ohe i eſtabliſhed) church being forced; to hear the 

| .bangumentsof;the Piſſenters; by their being obliged 
| to oppoſt argument to argument, inſtead of impoſ- 

| -:dngifilende by; the ſtrong hand of power 3, by that | 

| _ 1vmbdeſticankidenge; in the truth of their own tenets, 

| 

| 

| 


olland charity for thoſe of others, which the colliſion 
vol opinions, in open and liberal diſcuſſion, among 
vamen living under the. ſame; government, and equally | 
protected by it, never fails to produce, — Moderation, 
ac zhereibrei and indulgence to other ſecta, were equally 
Hoouduei ve to dhe dae e and. che 
0 (afevy>0f the churqh N and for that 1185 ped 

) liberality 
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Kiberality k fehtithent, by whicl/the! church had 
Hoyitifhed Gürlig the to laft-iRignt;> und'the pre- 
Lebt, Was ne ihdebte@ to thoſe 'very/Diſſeriers-troin 

ho * het though it herſelk in * M bo 
4 Ku rk [159C] 11 Icy El 5132 11 01 Wii 
Y Hi en thus much on teſts in general, 
"Mir. Fo F i tp he would ſpeak of tlie teſt act in 
1 jcular,” Wich regard to the teſt act, he thought, 
Pure argvinient” chat could be-uſed in ite favour | 
was, that if it had but little good effect, it had alſo 
little bad. In his opinion it was altogether inadequate 
to the end it had in view. The purport of it was, 
to protect the eſtabliſhed church, by excluding from 
. every man who did not profeſs himſelf well 
affected to that church. But à profeſſed enemy to 
bop hietarchy might 830 to the communion table, 
afterwards ” or that in complying with a form, 
enjoined by law, 4 had not changed his opinion, 
nor, "as he cbnteived, incurred any religious obli- 
3 "GAR eder Thats were many men hot of 
eabücheg church, to whoſe ſervices their cbuntry 

2 "ay a claim, Oughit any fach man-to/be-examined, 
belore he came into office, touching His] private 
Opinions ? Was it not ſufficient” that he. dic ahis 
duty as a good citizen? Might he hot ay, uliĩthout 
incurring any diſability, J am not a friencb toithe 
— church of England, but I am a fend to che 
conftitution, ah on religious ſubjectꝰ muſtube 
1900 d to think! and act as I pleaſe;?/-Qught 
"their cout) to be deptived of the bene e might 
deve flo che talents of ſuch en, and his Majeſty 
prevented hom dient 3 the ſertu n, 
; 2 except 
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except, to one deſaription of his ſubjects ĩ But 
whom did the teſt exclude, the irreligious man, the 
Man of profligate „Principles, or the man of no 
principle at all? Quite the contrary co, ſuch men 
the road: to! power was open; the teſt excluded only: 
the man of tender conſcience the man who thought 
religion ſo diſtinct from all temporal affairaʒ that he 
held it improper to proſeſs any religious opinion 
whatever for the ſake of a civil office. Was a 
tender conſcience. inconſiſtent with the character of 
an honeſt man? or did a high ore errand 
ae, mma Neno 56 
100 gt! 11050 1000 


0 noble Lond ſaid ths eſtabliſhed: tris 


ought to be protected. Granting: this; it was next 


to be inquited, hat was the. eſtabliſned chureix 
Was the chutch of England, the eſtabliſned church 
of | Great-Britain ? Cerminly not. it Was only the 
iſned church l of a part of it; ſog in Scotland 
the irk; Was as much eſtabliſhed by law as the 
church was in England. The religion of the kirk 
was wiſely ſecured, 25 che eſtabliſhed religion of 
Srotland, by the articles of union; and it was ſurely 
ahſurd co ſay, chat a member of the kirk: af Scot». 


land, accepting an office under government, not for 


the ſervice of England excluſively, but for the ſervice 
of the united kingdoms, ſnould be obliged to con- 
fox, not to the religious eſtabliſument of Scotland; 
in bich he had. been bred, but to the feligtous 
eſtahliſtnnent of England. It was ſingular to con- 
tend for any principle of perſecution, when the only 
Prineiple on SRO ISIS un — 
Norte 
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ton rational mind was abandoned, not onhy in 
ſpeculation, but in ptactiee. In ancient tines 
perſecution origihated in the generous; 'rligugh mis 
taken principle, chat there could be but one true! 
religion but one faith, by which men co] hope for 
ſalxation; and it was held to he not only law ful, but 
meritorious, to compel them to embrace the true 
faich, b Whg means: the rectitude of the 
intention might” perhaps be ſome excuſt for the 
barbarity of the practide. But how did ve act? 
Wie 8 acknowledged not one true religion, but foo 
true religions—a religion for England, and a religion 


| for Scotland; and having been originally liberal in 


the inſtitution of 'two_ichurches; of equal right, we 
became illiberaſ in bur more enligltened days, and 
granted to the members of one eſtabliſned church, 
what we denied to thoſe of afiother” equally eſta- 
bliſned. According to this doctrine of protecting 
the church of Eügland, had the practice lept pace” 
with the principle, che country muſt" have Been 
deprived of all thoſe gallant men, members of the 
kick of Scotland, who had ſo — — 
themſelvrs in the army and the navy; wWzhe Had 
added learning and dignity to the eourts:of juſtice,” 
and wiſdom to his Majeſty's council. 1 bas! 


% 


' gatviak auls 0) , 45 vitytozo baghgnd to nl ans 
If teſts were right, the preſent was clearly" a” 
wrong ohe, decauſe it ſnunned all 


be pufpeſes for 
which teſts were originally introduced! The en- 
dour of the noble lord, and the infortratibm Ne Bud 
doubtleſs! collected upon iquiry fines, Mrio Fer 
ſaidꝭ had enabled him tor farisfy the hovſe in _— 

* N 0 | 
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which had hot -been-/anfiwered: two years ago; and 
chat was, im the caſe of aſperſon wha was a notorious 
evil doer, who applied for the ſacrament. The 
manner ef the noble lord's anſwer, Mr. Fox ſaid, 
dus rational, and fromm the good ſenſe of it, he had 
no doubt it was the true anſwer; but only then, 
iet them {ee the ſituation in which A or B, or the 
perſon who upon application to a miniſter had been 
refuſed the ſacrament, was placed: from that moment 
he had incurred the penalties of the act, and was 
puniſhed in a manner perfectly new, unexampled, 
and unauthorized by the laws of the land; he, was 
convicted zvithout a trial iy jury, and was diſabled 
from enjoying an office which his Majeſty, in the 
legal exerciſe of bis prerogative, had thought proper to 
confer on bim; and a perſon was thereby abſolutely 
put into the hands of the «ergy, who were to be the 
great arbitrators of qualification or diſqualification 
for offices, and _ of power and emolument. 
2796 flo 500% to 0% » Ng 192095 xo TM 
re upon this new. and uncon- 
ſtitutional mode of perſecution, Mr. Fox obſerved 
tllat theſuld argument, of the length of time that 
the teſt and corporation acts had ſubſiſted, had been 
:Introduced-and-relied.on.,' It was true, he ſaid, that 
they had ſo ſubſiſted for nearly a century; but how 
1had che ſubſiſted By repeated ſuſpenſions; for 
the indemnity bills were, he believed, literally ſpeak- 
bing, annual acts. And where then would, be the 
im propriety of ſuſpending them for ever, by an act 
\ of perpetual operation Ie With regard to the noble 
lord's argument relating to. the evading}, of, theſe 


A indemnity 
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indemnity bills, he admitted, if an) perſon neglected 


to conform, merely for the ſake of evading the law, 
HE Certainly acted in direct oppoſition to an act af 
1 tr prin 0970 a good 
ſubject ought to do! While an act Was deemed 
fit to remain in force, it vas the duty of every good 
ſibje& not to evade it.” Indeed the only juſtificbtian 
of evading a ſtatute, that ebuld be ſor a moment 
maintained, was, where that ſtatute notoriouſly ought 
not to remain in force; and when to evade it, on 
account of its nature and tendency, was meritorious. 
He truſted, however, that the houſe would conſent 
to go into the committee, becauſe, if they meant to 
reſiſt the repeal of the teſt act, they ought; at leaſt, 
to go into the committee; to inquire whether it was 
fitting or neceffary to be repealed, or not; and 
deny the requiſition, as if they were aſhamed even 
to lock at the ſtatutes in queſtion : as if they wene 
aſhamed to examine, leſt they ſhould be convinced. 
Wii Un rod 10 25 $19 DOK Ho 10 
Mr. Fox entered into an hiſtory of the teſt act; 
and ſhewed that, in conſequence of a violent alarm 
from the papiſts, it had been introduced with a view 
to exclude” them, and them -only; ftom affine; :cHhat 
the Difſenters had cordially joined in iti vat con- 
ſented to their on excluſton thinking that a tel 
evil, than to leave the door open to papiſts e And, 
* will yov then,” ſaid he, ( take advantage of their 
pu | and/ convert what they conſenibd ita as 
"4 neceffaty" for the general ſafety at that time, into 
ve pefpetuil exchuon agafgft thetnſebvesto1 Was 
et thus the church would reward the« ſervice; they 
"ka done her; in the day of her GiftreſyI? eb 
VNOmmabOu | After 
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After farther reaſonitig to preſs, if not for an 
immediate tepeal, at leaſt ſor the appointment of a 


committee to inquire, whether a repeal of the act in 


queſtion were neceſſary; Mr. Fox alluded to the 
occaſional conformity act, that had been repealed a 
few years ſince, and obſerved, that: they had that 
day heard, that the Aach of Exgland, was in its 
glory; the church of England, therefore (according 
to the arguments of the noble lord, and the advo- 
cates for the continuance of the ſtatutes, which he 

contended were equally \unneceſfary- and unjuſt to 

remain in force any longer). had not ſuffered, but 
gained by what they had feared would have proved 
injurious and detrimental to her intereſts. The 
Diſſenters, he remarked, had been ſtated to be pious 
and good men; but it had been ſaid, that they 
might, nevertheleſs, be no friends to the church of 
England. Surely, if they were dangerous any where, 
it muſt be as members of parliament, and as electors 
of the repreſentatives of the people; and yet they 


were ſuffered to ſit as the one, and vote as the 


other. 


y jv. 
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bliſhed religion in every country, and wiſhed that 


it might always be that, which coincided moſt with 
the ideas of the bulk of the ſtate, and the general 
ſentiments of the people. In the ſouthern parts of 
Great · Britain, hierarchy was the eſtabliſhed church; 
and in the northern, the kirk; and for the beſt 
poſſible reaſon, becauſe they were each moſt agree - 
able to the majority of the people, in their reſpective 


ſituations.—It would, perhaps, be ſaid, that the 
_ 
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repeah af che corporation antt'reft acta tmighe(ekble 
the Diſſenters to obeain u majority. This Ne 
thought! probable; but the unſwer was ſhort, | 
che majority of the peace of Bae on 
ever be for the abolition oſ the 
aden is ougbe to be aboliſhed. M tails Irina vals 
74 Air rr Haine n 6 nl; 
Wb irgend (0 Uher the body 
had ſaid, reſpocting the multipiying oathis; Mr. 
Fox declared that he agreed wich him, that there 
wre too many oaths impoſed by the ſtatutes in 
ſorce. What (he aſted) could be à greater proof 
- ofthe indecency reſulting from the practice of qua- 
lifying by '6aths; than if, when à man was ſten 
goihg to talze the ſacrament, it ſhould be aſked; Is 
5. this man going! to make his peace with God, and 
<«20// repent-'of his ſins d the anfwer ſhould' be, 


i he id only thither, decauſe he has 
e Jately received the tment of firſt lord of the 
*Srcafurys?" Mii HG 24444 6 34h 44 enn are 
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Aſter a great many appoſite obſervations on the 
teſt at; and the various objeRions' it was liable! to, 

Mr. Fox ſpoke of the corporation act; which Me. 
remarked Lord North had declared to have been 
forced ſtom the legiſlature as an act of Je/f-defence.'\ 
This was, he ſaid, exactly the deſcription of an u, 
which, after the lapſe of a century, when the gtbunds 
and reaſons for paſſing it no longer exiſted, ought 
to be repeated,” The noble lord had truly ſtatedj thr; 
the corporation act was forced from the legiſlaturt 


Ab tors ee en eee eee eee 
„Mr. Beaufoy, who had made the motion. 
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in the . of Charles II. by the violence of 
the ſectaries, which had not only overturned the 
chulch, but the ſtate,” and that fo lately; and that 
threatening' to do ſo again, it became neceſſary to 
apply a preſent preventive, to guard againſt the 
impending danger. No better argument, he re- 
peated, need be urged againſt it now, than that it 
had been extorted from the legiſlature by reſentment 
of paſt injuries, and the dread of future, a century 
ago. Fear and indignation had operated on the 
parliament of Charles II. Did the ſame motives 
operate on the parliament of George III.? certainly 
not; and could there be any reaſon for continuing 
an act, when the violence that gave birth to it had 
long ſince, ſubſided. After deſcanting upon this 
part of the ſubject, he laid it down as a poſition, 
that party and religion were ſeparate in their views 
and in their nature; and that it was for the reputation 
of both that they ſhould remain ſo, He therefore 
urged the injuſtice of haraſſing the Diſſenters with 
penalties, diſabilities, and ſtatutable reſtrictions; men 
whoſe morals were not inconſiſtent with the religion 
of the church of England, 'and whoſe ſentiments 


were fayourable to the family on the throne, 


It had been ſaid, that in France it was cuſtomary 
for proteſtants.to. be employed in the army, and in 
civil offices; and that in proteſtant countries abroad, 
papiſts were alſo employed. In reply to this the 
noble lord had given an ingenious. and able anſwer, 
but let it be examined, The noble lord had ſaid, 
the mönarch of a free country was limited, while 


the employing whom the prince pleaſed, was one 
"2 


Corperation an Te, As. 43 


Fon why rig incidental. to ahſolute 
But wiſdom is the offspring of freedom 
22 who. boaſted; of their freedom, 
among whom, he firmly... belieyed,. men of en- 
lightened underſtandings were more common, than 
among thoſe who lived under a leſs happy form of 
government reject thoſe liberal principles of tole- 
ration, which other nations had adopted? Let not 
then Great-Britain be the laſt to ayail herſelf of ſuch 
an advantage, Indulgence to other ſects, a; candid 
reſpect. for their opinions, a deſire to promote 
mutual charity and good will, were the beſt proofs, 
that any religion could give, of its divine origin. 
To adam gar Fry in eiae, he aer 
ſa y. 

n- re is patre rid .. wn 
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N. Fox's merit in wvowing dach noble lideraity of ſentiment een i 
oppoſition to the maxims of the miniſtry, dictated by the apprehen 
and tyrannical principles of the biſhops, was juſtly acknowledged By 
ſeveral bodies of Diſſenters : n 
therefore ſelect, was the following. | | 19 


At the Annual Meeting of the Proteſtant Diflnting Mes 
at Dudley in Worceſterſhire, and attended by Miniſters, from 
Warwickſhire, and other neighbouring Counties, on Tueſday, | 
June 2, 1789, the following Reſolutions paſſed unanimonſly i :! 


RESOLVED, 

I. That the miniſters who compoſe this aſſociation ſincerely EY 
in the recovery of his Majeſty's health, and pray for the/firm'eftalith 
ment and continuance of it and that our attachment to the Princes of 
the Brunſwick line is as great as that of any of our fellow ſuhject lince 
we conflder them as having been the friends of cl nd lihous ery: 
I ee = country are particularly: 
Rep! of thi | he 12 D 1 ol 1d 

a thanks „ aociation ng oe 
mittee of the Diſſenters in London, for bringing Ta 5 


, „iel 500010 nene daes tas 


oF 


che repeal of the . which nee injuriecttifhs *. 
Whole body of Niſſentare, and, 
country. 

III. That die beſült of the late application to parliament. an kit — | 
ſubject js'x" ſufficient t to make another the fi 
tunity, and that it will be right in the Diſſenters never to loſe ſight * 
this object, or to deſiſt from ſeeking the redreſs of any other of theiy . 
| grievances while the removal of them ſhall ſeem. to be attainable; and 

that all applications for this purpoſe be confdered as claiming a natural 
right, 5 and not as aſking any fayour. 


IV. That the thanks of this affoctation be tranfmitted by letter io 


Henry Beaufoy, Eſq, Sir Henry Hougtiton, William Smith, Eſq. Mr. 
Windham, Sir James Johnſtqne, and Mr, Martin, for their judicious 
and ſpirited exertions in parliament, to procure -repenl of the above- 
mentioned obnoxious acts; and that our th are alſo due to all 
thoſe members of the houſe who voted with them on the occaſion, 
V. That thanks be given in a more particular manner to the Right 
Honourable Charles James Fox, who, though he had ſome reaſon to 
think, that on a late occafion- the Difſenters in general were not his 
friends, yet, with the magnanimity becoming a great ſtateſman, and 
with the clearneſs and energy which the cauſe demanded, -alſerted tus 
impropriety of all interference of civil government in matters of religion, 
which i is the great principle of our diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church ; 
that the civil magiſtrate ought not to take cognizance of 
any opinions, but of actiant only, and that the only uſe of religion to 
8 ſite, in'the intprovrement of the morale of thaſk witty ee. ; 
VI. That it is expedient that the ſenſe of all the Diſſenters in the 
kingdom on this important ſubject be collected and united; and that 
for this purpoſe it will be proper for this and every other ſeparate body 
of them to correſpond with each ather, and with the Committee in 
London; that the chairman of this aſſociation be deſired to tranſmit 
copies of theſe reſolutions to the chairmen of other ſimilar aſſociations, 
and to any other ſingle miniſters at his own diſcretion, and that he be 
alſo deſired to communicate to all the members of this aſſociation 
whatever information he may receive relating to the ſubject. 
VII. That theſe reſolutians be 32 the Birmingham, and 
fame of thy London papers G. 
4, 4 FI 
| War OS. Chaieman, | 
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